Almost all Asian countries are involved in territorial and boundary disputes with their neighboring countries. Regional stability in Asia is still heavily infl uenced by the legacy of colonialism and is partly dependent on the outcome of ongoing territorial disputes in which former colonising countries take part as disputants. . Th e San Francisco Peace Treaty failed to defi ne the "Kurile Islands," and to specify the entity in whose favor Japan had renounced sovereignty over the disputed islands. Furthermore the Senkaku Islands and the Liancourt Rocks were not specifi cally mentioned in the territorial clauses of the San Francisco Peace Treaty. Accordingly, there is a need to examine carefully how a series of drafts of the Treaty defi ned the terms regarding these disputed islands in East Asia. Th e territorial clause of the San Francisco Peace Treaty regarding the Kurile Islands can be interpreted as follows: (1) the Soviet Union is the only recipient of the Kurile Islands envisaged by the Allied Powers; (2) there were no agreed defi nition of the "Kurile Islands" among the Allied Powers; and (3) there are strong indications that the Allied Powers preferred not to resolve the matter of the ultimate disposition of the Kurile Islands in the San Francisco Peace
